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From T he Desk of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Bla : - - 


“And be ye not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God.” —Romans 12:2 KJV 


Greetings Dear Readers: 


Once again, by God’s grace, we have come to the time of year where change is apparent. 
The leaves are falling and the weather is cooling, as one season bows and another begins. 
It is a time when even the beasts of the field and the fowl] of the air transition into new 
habitats and locales. 


The changing of seasons is always an appropriate time to self-reflect and consider the 
status of your own environment and situation. Are you where you need to be in Christ? 
Have you progressed into a better, more learned disciple? 


If you cannot answer these questions affirmatively, today is a perfect time for change. 
Just as the Bible mandates, in order for transformation to occur, we are to renew our 
minds. We accomplish this by reading and applying the Word, seeking the face of God in 
prayer, and meditating on that which spiritually nourishes. In doing so, we are 
empowered to change our focus and perspective, and ultimately, transform into what the 
Father would have us to be. 


The Whole Truth happens to be a wonderful resource if you are in need of renewal today. 
The writers and contributors are spiritually-grounded with the gift of planting spirit-filled 
seeds through this extraordinary journalistic medium. You are sure to find something 
uplifting and edifying on which to dwell. 


Remember that with each new season comes a new beginning. Make a point to start 
afresh today. 


In His Service, 


U6A8K< bE 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 

Church of God In Christ, Inc. 
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Dear Readers: 


With all of the civil unrest occurring in the world increasingly threatening our country every hour, 

I am so grateful for my freedom to do one thing in particular...to serve and praise the Living God. 
This privilege is one that so many simply do not have and that Christians in America often take 
for granted. As I hear of the tragic stories, seemingly daily, of Christians being persecuted for 
believing in the God of our salvation, I find myself more and more persuaded that NOTHING 
shall separate me from the love of God and from my eternal reward. 


Recently, I was deeply inspired by a story I heard on a local, Christian radio station. The station chal- 
lenged Christian grade-school students in the Houston, TX area to collectively pray at their schools’ 
flagpoles, prior to the start of the school day, with an initiative known as “See You at the Pole.” 


At one elementary school, a nine year old little girl was witnessed, all alone at a flagpole, with 
her head bowed, eyes closed and mouth opened in prayer and praise to her God. Some children 
just stared while others mocked and some shouted vulgarities. Yet and still, this nine year old 
warrior determinedly stood her ground and prayed...unmoved and unashamed. How many of us, 
much older than nine, would have that same conviction? 


Sometimes, we all need just a little more courage, motivation and persuasion to stay in this fight. 

If you find yourself in need of a reason to fight on, you will certainly find some ammo in our cur- 

rent TWT issue, as we explore such topics as “The Millennial Church,” as we discover ways to 

cope “When Night Falls” in our lives, and by reading about the bravery of Christians who vow to | 
save lives as emergency responders. | 


Although I did not witness it firsthand, never will I forget the vision of the brave little girl at the 
flagpole. Let’s all commit to staying inspired and being determined and brave enough to not only 
stay in the fight, but to capture as many souls as humanly possible on the battlefield. 


By His Grace, 


April E. Quillen 
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By Mother Emma Sanders, 


‘State Supervisor for Liberia 


in 1929. Missionaries White, 
Ragland, Barber and Lott 
brought salvation, hope and | 


education to the Liberian 


mission stations, each w 
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The Manalou 
Mission Station, 
that boasts nine build- 


ings, was developed as an indus- 
trial campus that was once recog- 
nized by the Liberian government 
as the best in the country. The Tu- 
baken Mission Station includes the 
Lillian Brooks Coffey home, paid 
for by Mother Coffey and built by 
Mother Beatrice Lott. Still struc- 
turally sound, the former grandeur 


sentials. Sadly, after nine years we 
had to close our orphanage due to 
lack of reliable and sufficient sup- 
port. We are attempting to rebuild 
our country, along with the lives 
and the morale of the saints. 
Today, we are in a fight for 
our lives against the deadly Ebola 
virus. Thus far, one of our church 
mothers and the grandson of one 
of our pastors have died on ac- 
count of Ebola. With a nonexistent 
medical structure and no knowIl- 
edge of how to fight the disease, 


virus will affect nearly two million 
people by January 2015. 

Shipping is now tight as 
companies are hesitant to expose 
workers. Food prices are now 
rising as shortages are anticipated. 
Liberia is currently in a serious 
state of emergency, with an en- 
forced curfew beginning from 
11pm to 6am. Schools are closed 
and government offices are operat- 
ing with essential personnel only. 
The age-old custom of a simple 
handshake has been discontinued 


Liberia needs your help. Liberia needs your prayers. 


of the house 
comes through in 
spite of its age. 
The Wisseken 
Mission Station, 
developed by 
Mother White, 
became the 
home of Elder 
Charles and his wife Mary Beth 
in the late 50s for approximately 3 
years. Majestic rubber, mahogany 
and fruit trees remain today as a 
testimony to their provision for the 
future of the church. 

Sadly, because of war and 
time, our buildings are in need 
of repair. We desperately need a 
high school and we need visitors 
in order to elevate the morale of 
the saints. Our people love the 
church, though few have ever 
visited the States, and no male 
leaders, other than Bishop Moody, 
have visited Liberia since the end 
of our civil war. We are in need of 
adult and youth scholarships for 
grade school and college. We be- 
gan a women’s empowerment pro- 
gram, which included microloans 
and seed donations. At least once a 
year, we distribute food, clothing, 
building materials and other es- 


distrust of the 
system, denial, 
misinformation, 
poor hygienic 
practices, along 
with cultural 
norms - like 
washing a dead 
body at home 
after death - the virus has spread 
rapidly and has disproportionately 
affected us. Liberia’s death rate is 
nearly triple that of the other two 
countries most closely affected. To 
date, of the 185 healthcare workers 
in four countries who have died, 
86 of those were Liberian. Ebola 
cases are doubling every 15-20 
days, compared to every 20-40 
days in the other two countries that 
are also affected. 

Providing simple hand 
washing systems, such as a bucket 
with a flip spigot, soap and bleach, 
can save countless lives. We are 
thankful for a presiding bishop who 
genuinely cares. Thanks to Bishop 
Blake, we were able to send over 
$120, 000 worth of supplies to the 
national defense to aid in the fight. 
The battle is far from over. Ac- 
cording to The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the Ebola 


and all churches must have a hand 
washing station. Paranoia and fear 
are rampant and nerves are on edge. 
We have churches in the 
Grand Kru, Maryland counties, 
or southern region that we hope to 
protect since that is the most popu- 
lous area for the church after our 
capital. If the disease gets ahold 
here we will lose major members 
within the church, as there is no 
health care within 2 to 3 hours of 
our three major mission stations. 


Liberia needs your help. Liberia 
needs your prayers. TWT 
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the cares of this life. This 


article is for someone who 
has found himselves in an 
emotionally dark place... 

a night season.A night 
season is a time of great 


pressing or pressure. Job 


30:17 reads, “My bones are 
pierced in me in the night 
season: and my sinews take 
no rest.” Job expressed in 


_ this scripture great distress 


and discomfort, during his 
night season. 


Continued on Pg 20 >> 
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When we look throughout nature, we see many examples of how the Father 
has given man the wisdom to take an item found in its raw state and subject 
it to very adverse situations, in order to transform it into something much 
more valuable and useful. 


For example, with the production of virgin olive oil, the harvester picks the 
olive from its vine, crushes it (seed included), grinds it further into a paste 
and places these olives (now paste) under great pressure by spinning the ol- 
ive paste with such a force that the oil in the olive separates from the paste. 
This oil is later bottled and is ready for use. We see adverse conditions 
again to harvest gold. This element must endure great pressure. Since gold 
is found between rocks, it undergoes a drilling and blasting process to be 
brought up from beneath the earth. These rocks, with the gold attached and 
embedded, are crushed and ground to.a sand consistency. They are then 
mixed with a mineral based solution and heated to a temperature of 1600 
degrees Celsius, in order to separate the gold from the non-gold particles. 
Once the gold is completely separated, it is shaped into rectangular bars and 
is ready for distribution. 


Much like these examples, the Father takes us through similar processes in 
order to reveal the greatness He has put inside each of us. When in a night 
season, we experience such pressures from life that we can feel as though 
we have been picked apart, crushed, burned, and ground down. However, 
we must remember that our night season is part of our molding, making, 
shaping and refining process. 


In these seasons, when the Father allows what appears to be complete - 
turmoil in our lives, we must remember that He is a God of order. So, even 
in what 


e Listen for the Father’s guid- 
ance. Psalm 16:7 reads, “I will 
praise the Lord, who counsels 
me; even at night my heart 
instructs me.” 


e Keep your focus on God 

and not on your circumstance. 
Psalm 16:8 reads, “I keep my 
eyes always on the Lord. With 
him at my right hand, I will not 
be shaken.” 


¢ Don’t lose your praise. Psalm 
16:9 reads, “Therefore my heart 
is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
my body also will rest secure. 
James 1:2-3 reads, “Consider it 
pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know 
that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance.” 


e Don’t abort the process. 
James 1:4 reads, “Let persever- 
ance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, 
not lacking 


seems tobe VVhen in a night season, we experience such pressures —nything.” 
complete from life that we can feel as though we have been picked 

disarray and § P So I encour- 
havoc,He apart, crushed, burned, and ground down. However, we _ age you my 
is working — must remember that our night season is part of our ero ele 
strategically maldineennalan bony A aint my sister, 
a ae g, g, snaping and retining process. don’t give up, 
half to bring keep the faith 
out the best in us. James 1:1-3 reads, “James, a servant of God and of the and stay in your spiritual place, 
Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greet- because MORNING always 


ings. Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance.” 


SO, WHILE YOU GO THROUGH YOUR NIGHT SEASON... 


e Stay in the Word of God. Even as Job went through his night season, he 
did not stray from the Father’s Word. Job 23:12, “I have not departed from 
the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more 
than my daily bread.” 
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follows night. TWT 


Monique Eaddy resides in Phila- 
delphia, PA and is a regular, guest 
contributor of The Whole Truth 
Magazine. She is a member of 
Abundant Life Healing Fellowship 
Church. 


lp families 7 
hands and combat the deadly Ebola virus... 


The Church Of God In Christ (COGIC) is responding to the crisis by offering medical Spree 
to aid in the fight. The medical supplies delivered include simple hand washing systems, 
such as a bucket with a flip spigot, soap and bleach, which can save countless lives. 


“But we WANT to do more, we HAVE to do more 
and with your help we WILL alo more! 


Give online at www.COGIG.org, or through the 
MY COGIC App or make your check payable to: 


COGIC Charities, SAVE 


c/o Sylvia Law, lives with® 
7904 Winterset Avenue, just ST 


Pikesville, MD 21208 | 
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The Whole Truth recently had the opport 
who has boldly taken a stance against being locked into living 
to the opinions of others. With a heart of worship and a mind to 
Father Ms. Kiara Davis has sincerely opened up her life through the publ 


SN 


standards of being a COGIC preacher 


| WT: For starters, p 


Kiara Davis: Girls love fairy tales and they want their 
whole happily ever after, which most times, doesn't hap- 
pen. This reminded me of the scripture in Deuteronomy 
that says God will never leave you nor forsake you. So, 

| combined the “happily ever after’ with the “never” to 
basically say that God is never going to leave you. | want 
to emphasize the “ever never’ that no matter what you're 
going through, He's always going to be there. 


SLENAN alien el Nec erie AWlAG ANtriac 
I WT: What inspires your blog entries? 


Kiara Davis: A lot of times the entries are based on 
my own experiences. I've had some emotional moments. | 
am 25 but growing up as a pastor's daughter, there Is a lot 
of pressure and a lot of weight. A lot of times, people hold 
you up on a pedestal and you're supposed to be perfect. 
But little do they know the stuff we're dealing with on the 
inside. 
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her journey of living through depression while trying to measure up to the 


’s kid. 


| am really, really inspired by music. Lately, I've been in- 
spired by James Fortune's latest album, “Live Through It.’ 
| might hear a song and start thinking about some of my 
experiences, and | go from there. 


Kiara Davis: | have [five]. | did my first post to explain 
the blog and to introduce myself as a pastor's daughter 
who has gone through some things. There are some things 
that are kind of taboo in our church. |! appreciate the 
foundation of the Church of God In Christ, but when you 
have a girl going through depression, we're not supposed 
to talk about it. It's supposed to be - Go to Jesus, God !s 
going to take care of it. That's great and that’s why | went 
to my scriptures, but sometimes we need to go to coun- 
seling, which is what | did. 


That first post was to explain who | am as a person and 
why I’m doing this. | specifically explained in that post that 
this is not for show; this is not for attention. | just need to 


AREAS ei 


ea 


Nail a 


let this out between me and God. A couple of the other 
posts have been kind of short. One of them, in particular, 
is a YouTube video of a young lady who did a spoken word 
about being single. | wanted to spread that out because 
it’s a struggle. Another one was about a few of the things | 
enjoy - the Sarah Jakes blog, scriptures, songs, and worship. 
| am trying to slowly be transparent. 

TWT:What type of feedback have you received? 

Kiara Davis: It's been really positive! Of course you 
know your mama is going to say it’s wonderful. 

| appreciate my church family for supporting me. I've sent 
tt to friends at work that I've gotten close to. I've sent it to 
friends from school. Even people who aren't necessarily 
COGIC or “churched” are saying, Kiara this is great. I'm 
proud of you. I’m happy to see where you are going. |'m 
happy to see that you've grown.’ So, I've gotten some re- 
ally positive feedback. 


TYW/T- I £ Iv i dana crant thi: 
I WT: 1 feel you’ve done great thin 


So can you tell us a little about what you do prof 
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Kiara Davis: | ama teacher and | teach 5th grade 
math. | started out in middle school; I've just completed my 
fourth year of teaching. The reason | kind of got into it 

is my mom started working at the school after she left 
corporate America. She would come home and tell me 
stories about how these teachers were talking to the kids, 
and it bothered me. For the longest | didn’t know what | 
wanted to be when | grew up, but that moment, | was like, 
| want to make the difference. | want to be the teacher 
that | didn't necessarily have. | decided most kids, first of 
all, don't like math - especially our minority children. So | 
was like, well let me teach math; let me try to fuel some- 
thing in them. It’s funny that | found that it’s not just my 
profession, it's become a ministry. My dad has always said, 
the things that you go through are what you're going to 
do to help somebody else. So, as a girl growing up with 
low self-esteem, when | had girls in my classes crying or 
things like that, it was a God moment. It was one of those 
reminders of ‘Kiara, this is why you're here,’ 


Kiara Davis: | want the ones who do come across 
it to share tt with others; to really pass it along to those 
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young ladies who have nobody else to go to.| oftentimes 
think about the times when | wish | had somebody to 
look up to. Growing up as a pastor's daughter, you don't 
always know who to trust. You have to be careful because 
you have people who come in with the wrong motives. 
What | really want is anybody who has access to the blog 
to spread it out there. Not just girls, but for those young 
men who have those feelings. A lot of times, young men 
have to man up — they can't cry, they can’t show that - so 
even for them. If the young men have to go into a little 
room and find this cute little blog called Happily Ever 
Never, please do it! Just so you can find that freedom. And 
| end every post with, ‘God loves you and so do I." | may 
never meet them but knowing that someone out there 
does love you and care for you and is looking out for you 
- that’s what | want people to know. 


I. PRAY and seek God. 


2. Allow the Word to become living in your life. You 


speak the Word and declare healing, victory, breakthrough, 


deliverance, guidance, comfort, peace, joy, more love... 


but you don't stop there. As you declare the Word of 
the Lord, through faith, live the victorious life that God has 
already promised. 


3. Subscribe to happilyevernevercom and encourage a 
friend to do the same. 


TWT 


*To hear more from Kiara Davis in the live interview with 
TW'T, please click here: 


~|INSERT LINK TO LIVE INTERVIEW HERE~ 


Daniele Cooper is a member of Relevant Word Christian 
Church (Phoenix, AZ) and the Arizona Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. 


The Whole Truth | LITERATURE HIGHLIGHT 


By Bishop George Dallas McKinney 


When is the First Lady 
ever FIRST 


The author has written a book that is thorough- 
ly entertaining. The reader is allowed to experience 
vicariously the life of a “first lady,” her family, and 
her peers. At the same time, in each chapter, there is a 
presentation of different critical life situations, chal- 
lenges, and moral dilemmas that draw the reader into 
this exciting story. 

The book provides an insider’s view of the 
sub-culture in the mega church charismatic, Pentecostal 
movement. While the main characters are successful, 


26 THEWHOLETRUTH 


they nevertheless, are confronted with the problem and 
issues common to all of us. The characters wrestle with 
the real life problems of depression, suicide, abortion, 
marital infidelity, homosexuality, and hypocrisy. From 
the opening paragraph to the conclusion, there is a 
clear biblical emphasis on maintaining healthy rela- 
tionships by practicing love and forgiveness. In Chap- 
ter 17, the ultimate price of unforgiveness is separation 
from God and broken human relationships. 

Since 2008, the author has served as the “first 
lady” at St. Stephen’s Church Of God In Christ with 
her husband. She fulfills this role with true-spirituality, 
dignity, and compassion. Barbara McKinney’s spiri- 
tual journey and career path began in Wichita, Kansas. 
She committed her life to Christ at an early age. She 
earned a BS Degree at the University of Kansas in 
Pittsburg, Kansas, a Master’s degree in Public Admin- 


arbara J. Warren McKinney’s book is a clear demonstration of 
the power of fiction to capture and portray truth and reality in 
such a way to encourage godly thinking and behavior. 


istration at the University of Missouri, and a Juris 
Doctorate degree from the University of Notre Dame. 

The author has served as legal counsel to a 
number of churches; she practiced law in Dallas for 
over 30 years. She served as the first African American 
and female judge of the Municipal Court in Waxahachie 
Texas. She is now part of the legal staff of the Church 
Of God In Christ. 

I am proud to recommend this book to all of 
the first ladies of the world and to the general public, 
especially those who are committed to seeing first 
ladies as equal members of the ministry team. TWT 
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The Whole Truth 


By Reginald Boswell 


Global 63 (G63) is the Whole Truth magazine’s new way to highlight 


COGIC churches and information from around the globe. The Church of God 
in Christ has a great impact on many different cultures around the world, greatly 
affecting over 6.5 million adherents with over 12,000 congregations in 63 countries. 
COGIC is committed to the Great Commission given by Christ to spread the 
Good News of His redeeming blood and the riches available in the Kingdom 
of God. It is our goal to keep you informed as well as to inspire you to greater 
works and to attain higher heights and deeper depths in Christ. G63 was created 
as a vehicle to inform you of COGIC's vast influence around the world. Each Is- 
sue will concentrate on a particular country and by showcasing these regions, we 
hope to inspire our readers to pray and act in accordance to answering the needs of 
others. ‘There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God’ (Ephesian 4:4-5). Many of us have found that 


there is a perpetual blessing reserved for those who live to improve the lives of others. 
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tions in Africa). In June 2008, Bishop Carlis Moody 
Bi h Malawi | 
served in an official capacity in Africa since the 1930s, anGUEE NOR Foe Bush Weih 2. ata Os ahe nas 
ce | COGIC leadership there. Later that year, Supt. Sabawo 
when Missionary Elizabeth White served as a COGIC a 
ie ie eee Noavehernd: was selected to serve as the Director of Missions of 
ee ee eee “COGIC Malawi” under Bishop Moody. Supt. Sabawo 


COGIC has been in Malawi, Africa since 1995. From aol He han Mabey aimave chee acuiceanc sibsOr 
2000 to 2007, Bishop Fredrick Kelley oversaw the | f ie pre Bs 
for the work in Malawi. 


work in Malawi. During an official meeting of COGIC 
leaders in Malawi, COGIC Presiding Bishop Charles 
Edward Blake was informed that “work was being 
done but, there is nothing on the ground regarding 
church structures, orphanages and schools,’ accord- 
ing to Superintendent Ronald Batison 

Sabawo, Pastor of Harvest Life Mis- 

sions in Malawi, Africa. Bishop Blake's 

visit to Malawi in August 2007 was 

also in conjunction with Save Africa's 

Children (SAC) whose charitable work 

was conducted on behalf of children 


has 


The desire to be fiscally autonomous Is the goal for 

this region smitten by severe poverty and gross un- 

derdevelopment, but basic needs require immediate 
attention from other resources in God's 
vineyard. It is common to see COGIC 
facilities without a roof or with a dirt 
floor. Yet, progress Is being made as 
materials and supplies come and con- 
gregations labor together diligently to 
complete the work. Feeding, clothing, 


affected by HIV/AIDS, poverty, and 
conflict throughout Sub-Saharan Africa 
(SAC was founded by Bishop Blake In 
2002 and contributed funds to over 
400 orphan care programs in 24 na- 


housing and medical care are the major 
concerns of the 60 COGIC churches 

in Malawi. According to Supt. Sabawo, 
“Provisions of some skills, like computer 


\ 
| 
| 
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school and carpentry, are to be 
focused upon for them to be self- 
supportive, including the women’s 
work that requires sewing ma- 
chines for them to do small scale 
business so they can support their 
families and they can also be able 
to support the church. For the 
church to be self-supportive, we 
need to put good measures, like to 
have maize mills, farming, layering of 
chickens, building of a guest house, 
just to mention a few. These mea- 
sures, if implemented and accom- 
plished, can help COGIC churches 
in Malawi to be self-supportive in 
the future, to avoid asking for small 
things from our Missions Depart- 
ment.’ 


Wells and Transportation 
In remote areas where COGIC 
churches are located, women 
usually walk over five miles to 

get clean water. There Is a real 
need for wells to be dug near 
our churches! According to Supt. 
Sabawo, no particular organization 
is responsible for well projects 
and the cost for a well to be dug 
is $2000 dollars. “Bikes are very 
much needed,” according to Supt. 
Sabawo, as many pastors walk up 
to 25 miles to attend to their 
congregations. Supt. Sabawo said 
the cost of a bicycle in Malawi ts 
$100. Buses are needed for the 
work and for transport to govern- 
ment hospitals when specialized 
treatment is required. 


Christian Education 
Orphanages and schools are 
combined and called “orphanager 
schools.’ The COGIC Chipezayani 
Orphanager needs to be com- 
pleted and the COGIC Nankhunda 
Orphanager needs to be roofed 
and finished. Both need support 
for the two teachers and need 


basic supplies, such as chairs or 
mats for the students. Two schol- 
arships are needed for recent 
high school graduates to attend a 
university and funds are needed 
to transition some children from 
orphanages to high school. 

Bibles are also needed. Sending 
Bibles from the United States can 
be done through the COGIC 


Missions Department by funds 
earmarked “Bibles: COGIC, Malawi.’ 
Bibles in Chichewa (the mother 
language of Malawi) cost $7.00 
each. Out of the 50 COGIC 
pastors in Malawi, only |5 speak 
English (The Chichewa language 
belongs to the Bantu group of the 
Niger-Congo family, spoken by over 
|2 million, also in Zambia, Mo- 
zambique and Zimbabwe). Bibles 
provided in Chichewa will have a 
lasting impact. 


Supt. Sabawo stated, ‘Chiefs and 
village members express their 
appreciation on what they have 
seen on the ground, like orphanage 
schools as children were not able 
to read, write and speak English, but 
now they are able to do all these. 
Most children were not going to 


school up to the age of 8 — 12 
because the government schools 
are very far from their community. 
But with the coming of the school 
to their community, they say that 
with the feeding, their children are 
encouraged to go to school.’ 


Headquarters in COGIC 
Malawi 

Since 2008 at least forty churches 
have been planted and over seven- 
teen churches have been erected 
and roofed. Nevertheless, COGIC 
Malawi's primary goal is to com- 
plete the COGIC headquarters 
facility in Lilongwe, Malawi with 

an estimated completion cost of 
$42,000."All the support can go 
through Bishop Moody. Reports 
with pictures on what has been 
done will be sent to contributors, 
per request, for COGIC Malawi 
Missions. Thanks to Bishop Moody 
and all who have helped in our ef- 
forts, including Pastor Ron Eagleton 
for roofing our Lilongwe Church 
as our national headquarters, and 
his commitment to pay school fees 
for my son Evance, studying for his 


Bachelors Degree at Lilongwe Uni- 
versity of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (LUANAR),” said Supt. 
Sabawo. 


In Conclusion 

Empathy is gathered by experienc- 
ing the lives of others who have 
less, yet have great joy! Many have 
far less in the form of wealth, 
freedoms, liberties and a general 
standard of living, yet are ever jubi- 
lant in Christ. “When you give to 
the national church, you are giving 
around the world.” 


* For more information about 
Malawi Mission, you can contact 
International President of Missions, 
Bishop Carlis Moody, Executive 
Administrative Officer Mother 
Sideary King; and Youth On A Mis- 
sion (YOAM) Coordinator, Mother 
June Rivers. Re: Harvest Life Mis- 
sions Church of God in Christ, Post 
Office Box 2289, Lilongwe, Malawi, 
Africa. TWT 


Reginald Boswell is a member of True 
Light COGIC in Huntsville, AL, where 
Supt. Dr Terrell Harris, Jr is the pastor and 
Bishop Oscar L. Meadows is the prelate of 
Alabama |st Jurisdiction. 
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. The Whole Truth 
“Good News For God’s People” 


Thank God for 
Responders 


Emergency 


They vow to save lives, protect prop- 
erty, and keep our communities safe. 
During times of tragedy and triumph 
they are often the first and last on the 
scene. They assist victims, organize 
volunteers, and provide community 
education and support. They are our 
mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers. 
We weep for them, confide in them, 
and young impressionable minds seek 
to emulate them. Many are volun- 
teers, most are under appreciated, and 
in many instances, they are underpaid. 
They live in our neighborhoods and 
attend our churches. The backbone 
of most communities, emergency re- 
sponders are revered and reviled. 


By Leonitta Turner 


his tight knit group protects its mem- 
bers regardless of the cost. This can be 
a challenge to those who profess salva- 
tion, including those of the COGIC 
faith, when juxtaposed with their 
Christian beliefs. Several interviews were conducted to 


determine how they balance roles that often seem para- 
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doxical to each other. Despite the impact they have on so 
many lives, these self-sacrificing, unsung heroes spoke 
only on the condition of anonymity. 

A Chicago police department detective mused 
about the ethical dilemma. “To win a case, you will often 
find officers bringing you cases and they want to slide by 
with things that don’t apply. They don’t follow proce- 
dures. I tell them they have to follow the rules and if I 
find out that things aren’t the way you stated, we have a 
problem. If you are a Christian, you have to let officers 
know where you stand.” 

Another responder from The Whole Truth Temple 
Church of God in Christ in Massachusetts stated, ““With 
this type of job, I tell people there is always room for 
corruption. The road was paved before we got on the job. 
Your ethics can be compromised if you are weak enough 
to give in. For example, you find that you can always be 
truthful, but if you are, the bad guy may end up having to 
walk.” 

“Conversely, you don’t want to say the wrong 
thing or you may send an innocent person to jail. When 
I was a rape investigator, people would walk because re- 
ports were not right. Guys find they made a mistake from 
the beginning and may be tempted to lie on the stand. 


A lot of it is because of the way our laws are written. 


Everyone is innocent until proven guilty, even if there is 
an eyewitness to the crime. However, you have to tell the 
truth. Being an investigator, you need to make sure you 
are fair. The challenging part is making sure you dot your 
I’s and cross your T’s.” 

Overwhelmingly, emergency responders empha- 
sized the importance of staying honest and keeping the 
Word of God as their focus. “Know the law and know that 
there are temptations out there. Some people on the job 
are not there for your best interest. However, when you 
are grounded in His Word, you will find that temptations 
roll off of your back and you won’t think twice about it. 
Your middle name should 
be integrity! It is so easy to 
get caught up.” 

When confronted 
by ethical issues, an inter- 
viewee stated that he used 
discretion to work around 
situations that could pos- 
sibly cause conflict with 
his Christian faith. All AVC? ity. 
responders agreed that the ym 
most precarious situations 


served as the best opportunity to witness. 


A member of Fresh Anointing Ministries Worship 
Center in South Carolina, follows up on patients trans- 
ported by ambulance. She believes that when you give to 
the community, the community gives back and becomes a 
better place to live and work. Another responder recalled 
the significant impact made by participating in an inner 
city school youth program. Over the years he has seen 
many young men go to college and turn their lives around. 

A detective from Massachusetts reflected on the 
transformation of a 19-year-old African American male 
who had committed two burglaries. Steeped in Christian 
principle, the detective showed the young man mercy after 
he confessed to him what he had done and asked for for- 


giveness. The detective went to court with the young man 


Despite the impact they 
have on so many lives, 
these self-sacrificing, 
unsung heroes spoke 
only on the condition of 


and testified on his behalf. Because of the detective’s. | 


intervention, the young man is now a productive citizen in 
his community. : 

Several of the responders recall a time when their 
lives were in danger. “I have been in undercover situa- 
tions and I know that God got me through it. When you 
start talking about buying drugs covertly (and I am talking 
long-term investigations) you have a target that you are 
working. Often the target wants to see that you use drugs. 
Although I served as an undercover agent for years, 

God has allowed me to have a gift of gab in a way that 

I avoided that. I have never had to prove it (that I was a 
drug user) and still I was able 
to gain their confidence and 
bring them to justice.” 

Although there have 
been several close calls, none 
of our responders have been 
seriously injured in the line of 
duty. An officer recalls being 
part of a task force dealing 
with gang members in which 
one of the cops was shot. He 
was supposed to work with 
the task force that day but didn’t make it. 

An emergency dispatcher said she loves her job 
and the people she works with. She often says when you 
call 911, “You may know where you are and God may 
know where you are, but if your dispatcher doesn’t know 
where you are, then you and God had better be on good 
terms.” 

Despite the obstacles these emergency respond- 
ers face, because of the love they have for people, most 
have not considered an alternative career. In fact, despite 
the challenges they face, everyone interviewed said they 


would do it all over again. TWT 


Leonitia Turner is the Human Resource Director of Berkeley 
County Government, Moncks Corner, SC. 
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The “Me” Generation Church Without Restraint, Regard, or Regret 


vangelist DeLisa Reed 


“So if there Is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from 
love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 


complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or 


conceit, but in humility count others more significant than your 
selves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 


also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, 


which Is yours in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:1-5a ESV), 


In the May 20, 2013 issue of Time Magazine, the cover story was 
entitled “The Me, Me, Me Generation,” written by Joel Stein. The author 
poignantly described the Millennial Generation as lazy, selfish, shallow, and 
entitled narcissists whose primary focus is on “me, myself, and I.” Now, 
that’s not only a mouthful to digest but also a serious indictment against 
young and old alike. 


So, this discovery leads to the following questions: 

1. Who or what helped to create this mindset which has heavily influenced 
our society and in many ways helped to intensely impact the moral fabric of 
this country? 

2. Has this same monstrosity crept into the Body of Christ resulting in more 
attention-seeking, self-serving, self-elevated levels of importance that are 
contradictory to the established protocols of holiness; and, 

3. What should we do about it? 


For the record, keep in mind that prayer is always in order but “faith 
without works”...Okay, you now understand the intensity of question no. 3. 

Narcissism, not to be confused with egocentrism, is a term that 
originated with Narcissus in Greek mythology who fell in love with his own 
image reflected in a pool of water. Currently, it is used to describe the pursuit 
of gratification from vanity or egotistic admiration of one’s own physical or 
mental attributes deriving from arrogant pride. Narcissism, a social and/or 
cultural problem, is usually considered a problem, in a person or group’s 
relationships, with self and others. 

When speaking of Millennials, this is a group of twenty-somethings, 
usually between 18-29 years of age who are frustrated with faith. They do 
not see the necessity of the church in its current state and question any and 
all levels of Christian authority. In addition, they seek to find a faith in which 
they can identify, and/or challenge, to fit their own spiritual needs and levels 
of understanding. This is the same group that is rapidly leaving the church in 
search of a non-structured, less spiritual and more open-minded structure of 
ministry. Subsequently, Millennials are looking for a place where an “in spite 
of” relationship with God is the acceptable norm, opposed to a primary focus 
on changing their characteristics. 

You see, when narcissism and Millennials are mentioned in the same 
breath, it is to describe a group of young people whose view of Christianity 
has become tarnished and devalued because the truth of The Gospel has been 
diluted in order to “win youth” for Christ. Christian Smith, author of Soul 
Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers stated 
the following: 
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“The problem isn't that the church 

is too intolerant, it’s that it’s all too 
often tried to transmit values without 
teaching the reason for those values 
or even the basics of the faith. By the 
time Millennials hit Sunday School, 
evangelical churches were already 
catering to the culture, they were 
already conforming to the world, 
and now we’re reaping what we’ve 
sown.” 


So, what has been created is a 
narcissistic culture of young twenty- 
somethings who play hard to get, with 
pre-conditions as to how they expect 
to be treated, who are demanding, 
prideful and are looking for a church 
that will be good enough for them 
to embrace. They are looking for a 
church where they can be who they 
are, instead of what various religious 
leaders have interpreted they should 
become, according to the Bible. This 
group does not regard restraint, re- 
spect, responsibility, or regret, and are 
adamant about their demands when it 
comes to church affiliation. 

According to Time Magazine, 
“Millennials are not into going to 
church, even though they believe in 
God, because they don’t identify with 
big institutions; one-third of adults 
under 30, the highest percentage ever, 
are religiously unaffiliated. They want 
new experiences, which are more im- 
portant to them than material goods. 
They are cool and reserved and not 
all that passionate” Stein, J. (2013, 
May 20). The Me, Me, Me Genera- 
tion. Time, 181(19), 26-84. 
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The questions then become: 
e What should we do about this new- 
age attitude and view of Christianity? 
e Do we embrace this attitude? 
e Do we seek to understand the 
mindset of the Millennial Genera- 
tion? 
e Do we continue on with what we 
think is best? 
e Do we pay attention to that which 
isn’t being said? 

You got it! We pay atten- 
tion to THAT which isn’t being said, 
which I believe is this: 


The Millennial Generation is a gen- 
eration that searches for the truth, as 
opposed to the traditions that link be- 
lievers to a church affiliation. Previous 
generations were more focused on do- 
ing what it took to show that they were 
holy by dressing the part, speaking the 
vernacular and putting on an exhibi- 
tion. Millennials want to know the 
“why” and “what-for’” when it comes 
to practices in the church. Their motto 
is “think smarter, not harder,’ whereas 
Generation X, the 1961-1980 gen- 
eration says, “work harder and don’t 
waste time thinking about it.” There- 
fore, the Millennial Generation is more 
about thinking and this is why they 

are viewed as narcissistic. The Mil- 
lennial Generation is always looking 
for change, a better way, and several 
different ways to make it happen. They 
are seeking for that which is consistent 
with what God requires of us. They 
don’t want to carry Bibles. It takes too 
much time to look through the pages 
when all they have to do is push a but- 
ton or tap an app. They are looking for 
the Luke 4:18 church, not the building, 
but the church whose members’ lives 
are transparently consistent with the 
Word of God that states: 


¢ Preach the gospel to the poor be- 
cause you know what it is like to be 
without; 

° Heal the brokenhearted because 


you ve felt the pain of rejection; 

¢ Preach deliverance to the captives 
because you were once in bondage 
to sin; 


e Preach recovering of sight to the blind because you once lost sight of all that 
is good; and, 

e Set at liberty them that are bruised because you know what it is like to be 
punched in the stomach, below the belt. 


And, yes, proclaim THIS gospel while you lay hands on the sick, 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and provide shelter to the homeless without 
analyzing the reasons behind a person’s calamity or the visible scars that result 
thereof. Millennials are not looking for the perfect church; they are looking for 
the imperfect church that is understandably striving for perfection, but who can 
relate to the devastation they encounter on a daily basis. 

The Millennial Generation of today is out-growing the church games, 
pizza parties and skate-a-thons of yesterday. No longer desired are Valentine’s 
Day dances, holy hook-ups, sleep-overs, shut-ins, movie nights and gospel jazz 
hangouts just to win youth to Christ. Instead, they want a relationship with the 
Jesus Christ of the Bible who wasn’t afraid to lay hands on a leper, minister to 
a whore sitting in the dirt, or eat with those who didn’t look like Him. Millen- 
nials want it simple, uninvolved and non-obtrusive. Additionally, they want to 
be a part of this same evangelism without all of the glee and glamour, without 
decoration or status, and without expectation. They are not interested in sitting 
in sanctuaries with frivolous time-wasting routines. This generation of believers 
just wants what they want in the ways they want it so when all is said and done, 
they can step back, take a picture which shows them doing good, and feel good 
about what they have done. Afterwards, they will post it on Facebook or Insta- 
gram proudly showing that Millennials too have something to offer the world 
because the church is IN their hearts and not ON their backs. TWT 


Dee, a 26-year veteran public school educator, is a member of Cathedral of Faith COGIC 
in Euless, DX under the leadership of Superintendent J. E. Hornsby & First Lady Janis 
Hornsby, She is a member of Texas Northeast First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction which ts led 
by the Honorable Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, Prelate & General Board Member-Emeritus, and 
Mother Pia Haynes-Williams, Supervisor of Vvomen. 
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Getting From Here to Eternity | 


A Spirit-filled View of the News 


Kyle D. Huckins 


FOREWORD BY 
Robert V. (Bobby) Schuller 


Kyle Huckins, professional newspaper 
columnist, journalism professor and 
elder in the Church of God in Christ, 
as well as contributor to The Whole 
Truth, received an award in Atlanta 
this fall from the U.S. based Religion 
Newswriters Association, the world’s 
largest organization of news people 
covering spirituality, with nearly 500 
members. 


Huckins’ column on faith took second place in 
RNA’s Cassels Religion Reporter of the Year com- 
petition. “I’m humbled by this recognition for my 
work,” said Huckins, an ordained Elder in COGIC. 
“It is a particular blessing that I was recognized 
for religion reporting, as I’ve long said that solid 
legwork is the key to good column-writing.” 


The weekly report on religion also won awards for 
best column from the Indiana Society of Profes- 
sional Journalists in both 2012 and 2013. 


The RNA award coincides with the release of a 
book of Huckins’ columns by Wipf and Stock Pub- 
lishers. “Getting From Here to Eternity: A Spirit- 
filled View of the News” ($20, 226 pages, soft- 
cover) addresses top issues in faith from across the 
nation and world from 2012-2014, including racial 
reconciliation, the rise of Ben Carson, Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s legacy, separation of church and 
state, the increasing popularity of non-Christian 


religions and more. There also are pieces about 
Christian living, theology and worldview, such as 
how to receive Christ and the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. 


Book ordering and more about Huckins and his 
work can be found at www.gettingfromheretoe- 
ternity.com. The volume is also available through 
major online shopping sites, such as Amazon. 


Praise for Huckins’ book is coming in from 
Church of God in Christ leaders. “Kyle’s journey 
as a journalist has afforded him the opportunity 
to write about some of this country’s and world’s 
major religion news stories,” said Robert Cole- 
man, executive director of Public Relations for the 
denomination and managing editor of The Whole 
Truth. “It is an honor to have included in this 
journalistically sound work both views from and 
stories about our church, the largest Pentecostal 
denomination in the U.S.” 


Huckins has been a professional newsman since 
1989, winning a total of 12 awards for his profes- 
sional work in small, medium and large media 
markets. He has been teaching journalism at the 
college level for more than a decade and special- 
izes in religion and media in his scholarly re- 
search, for which he’s been honored three times. 
Huckins was ordained in 2003 and has addressed 
congregations of more than a dozen different de- 
nominations, including all major African-Ameri- 
can denominations. He has an earned doctorate 
in journalism and significant graduate study in 
religion. 


Getting From Here to Eternity: 
A Spirit-filled View of the News 


COGIC Elder Kyle Huckins, Ph.D., gives you 
more than 100 of his national award-winning 
columns on today’s issues in faith, including: 


Racial reconcilation 

Gay marriage 

Mixing politics & religion 
Church/state separation 
Religious persecution 


Also get articles on Christian living, theology 
and worldview, topics such as: 


Salvation 

Sanctification 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
Evangelism 

Pastoring 


“Exceptional ... It is an honor to have included in this 
journalistically sound work both views from and stories 
about our church.” - Robert Coleman, executive direc- 
tor of public relations, Church of God in Christ, manag- 
ing editor, The Whole Truth 
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By Charea Batist 


Albert Jones Anti-Distress Device (AJADD) 


TWT: We are so sorry to hear 
about the loss you experienced. 
How has your faith helped you to 
handle that tragic accident? 
Pastor McKinney: At first, I 
blamed myself because I was not 
at the pool when it happened and 
I wondered what would have hap- 
pened had I been there. My wife 
and I were just settling into San 
Diego. We had been asked by my 
| father to help in the ministry be- 


i 


| cause my mother, the late Dr. Jean 
i C. McKinney, had been sick with 
| cancer, and in 2004 the Lord de- 

i cided to take her home. We com- 
muted for several years, and in 
2009 we finally decided to move 
the whole family down to support 
the ministry. Just a few days after 
settling in, this tragedy occurred. 
I immediately began to wonder, 
“Lord, do you really want me to 
be here?” It’s like when the angel 
came to Gideon. I asked, “Lord, 
if you love me, why did I have to 
go through this? Why do I have to 
drink from this bitter cup?” I was 
one to help eulogize Albert, and it 
was very difficult. My faith was 
shaken and it tested me. Through 
prayer, I began to understand that 
God is in control. I had to get 
healed. I was really discouraged 
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and wondered if I should continue 
in ministry. The Lord and the Holy 
Spirit gave me peace. I couldn’t 
even sleep and I was having night- 
mares. But the Lord healed me and 
restored me. He gave me a purpose 
through my pain. 


TWT: You have been interviewed 
by many media outlets about a 
device that you created after the 
accident. Can you tell us more 
about it? 

Pastor McKinney: It is a 
device in the form of a hand 
instrument called the Albert Jones 
Anti-Distress Device (AJADD). It 
has motion and vitality detection 
integrated into it. There are four 
different motions associated with 
drowning. For example, when a 
person is in the process of drown- 
ing, our device is activated by 
detecting a confluence of body 
warning signals. Once detected, 
our device sends a signal, which 
contains information about the 
swimmer in peril. This signal is 
sent to a person/lifeguard stand- 
ing on the shore or at any remote 
location. The signal lets the per- 
son/lifeguard know that the swim- 
mer is in trouble. However, if it 
is a false alarm, the swimmer can 
hit a button located on our device 
that will let the lifeguard know 
that it was a false alarm and the 
swimmer is no longer in trouble. 
The stress signal will be sent to a 
cell phone or a laptop. Generally 
speaking, nine out of ten times 
when there is trouble, your vitality 
and body motions will signal that 
there is a challenge, a change in 
heart rate, involuntary body mo- 
tions such as stair climbing, etc. 
The AJADD also has GPS tech- 
nology, so that you can locate the 
swimmer in trouble. In the past, 
this has been one of the greatest 


challenges facing lifeguards, espe- 
cially at the beaches. 


TWT: How much is the device 
going to cost? 

Pastor McKinney: We are 
looking at being able to rent it 

out at the beach for $5 or $10 a 
day, or selling it for $35-$55 for 

a basic model. We want everyone 
to have access to it. We don’t have 
a patent on reading vitality signs, 
but our patent is on taking vitality 
information underwater and trans- 
mitting it to where a life-saving 
response can be initiated. 


TWT: Why was it so important for 
you to take action after this unfor- 
tunate accident occurred? 

Pastor McKinney: This 
whole thing will save hundreds of 
thousands of children and adults. 
Drowning is the number one cause 
of accidental death in 18 states. 
Among African American children, 
especially boys, the drowning rate 
is three times higher than it is for 
white children of the same age 
group. It’s a silent killer. Nobody 
is really taking the time and effort 
to bring this to our attention. My 
question is, why has there been so 
little done to solve this problem? 
It seems to me like this is a crisis 
worth caring about, and deserves 
our financial support. 


TWT: You have talked about how 
influential the Holy Spirit has 
been during this process. Can you 
explain more about that? 

Pastor McKinney: God is us- 
ing this to bring us together and to 
take the limits off the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is intelligent, 

and He is better than the greatest 
scientist. Acts 1:8 says you should 
receive power after the Holy Spirit 
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has come upon you. Some 

of us think it’s just shouting. 
In this situation, God was 
giving me the language of 
engineering. One researcher 
at Stanford thought that I had 
a master’s degree in engineer- 
ing, but God gave me a gift I 
didn’t have before. The Lord 
is showing me that this will 
provide jobs. I’ve been meeting 
with CEOs and presidents of com- 
panies to discuss global possibili- 
ties for AJADD. The message to 
the saints is, “Open up to what the 
Holy Spirit is saying to you.” The 
Holy Spirit may move you into 
areas where you lack the needed 
qualifications, yet “your gifts will 
make room for you.” We have 
defined the power [of the Holy 
Spirit] in too limited a fashion. 


TWT: You mentioned that you 
learned how to swim at a young 
age. Why was that so significant 
for you? 

Pastor McKinney: My father, 
Bishop George D. McKinney, 
was actually a lifeguard in col- 
lege and he believed in children 
being adept at swimming. By 

the time we were 7, my brothers 
and I were great swimmers. After 
the accident, I thought, “What if 
Albert had learned to swim the 
way I learned to swim?” There 
are too many African Americans 
who don’t know how to swim. 
Our fathers and mothers need to 
integrate swimming, as well as 
other sports, into the upbringing 
of their children. My dad teaching 
us to swim gave us the opportu- 
nity to bond. I remember jumping 
in the water at the YMCA and 
trusting that my father was going 
to take care of me. That whole 
swimming with my father experi- 
ence was a necessary tool to build 
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our confidence as children. We [as 
African Americans] play sports, 
but swimming is different because 
this affects your life. It creates a 
different sort of bonding. 


TWT: What message would you 
like to send out to the parent read- 
ers of The Whole Truth in regards 
to swimming safety? 

Pastor McKinney: I encour- 
age parents to learn how to swim 
if they don’t know how. While 
learning, take the kids to the 
YMCA. It’s really inexpensive, 
and some of these programs are 
subsidized. Also, if possible, learn 
to swim together. Make it a family 
event, and a family outing. If you 
know how to swim, and you’re not 
teaching your kids, you are miss- 
ing a special bond and opportunity 
to share the love of Christ with 
them. Often we are too busy — 
sometimes I am too busy — doing 
church work to take the time to 
spend with our kids. 


Finally, your children may not 

be exposed to the water, and the 
last thing you want to think in a 
tragedy is, “If only I had taken 
them swimming.” This experi- 
ence made me aware that there are 
tens of thousands of parents who 
have gone through this, or who are 
getting ready to go through this. 
No parent wants to experience 

the pain of the preventable loss of 
their children. It’s never too early, 


or too late, to teach a kid to 
swim, but it’s important to 
have professional help when 
kids learn. 


TWT: How can people sup- 
port your cause? 

Pastor McKinney: They 
can go to the website www. 
betterlifetechnologiesgroup. 
com to contribute. The company 
name came from John 10:10, 
referencing that we might have 
life and have it more abundantly. 
Hopefully, we can get the device 
out between December 2014 and 
February 2015. We are trying to 
raise $500,000 to complete the 
prototype so that it’s ready for 
market. 


TWT: This was a terrible trag- 
edy, but you are helping to honor 
Albert’s life and save others with 
your device. Thank you, Pastor 
McKinney for sharing your story 
with us. 


Pastor McKinney: Thank you. 
TWT 


Missionary Chareda Batiste attends Greater 
Victory Temple in Seaside, CA where her 
pastor is Bishop W.VV. Hamilton, Jurisdic- 
tional Prelate and General Board Secre- 
tary Emeritus. 
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GREATER 
CURNERS | UNE 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIS | 


—San Bernardino, CA 


By Elder Kyle Huckins, PhD 


hildren still say their prayers in school at the cor 
ner of | 6th and G streets in San Bernardino. That's 
because Lorine’s Learning Academy is operated 
by the leaders of Greater Cornerstone Church 

of God in Christ, a congregation small in size but 
strong in its focus on education. 


“In this world we live in, more people respect 

education than they do Christianity,’ says Greater 
Cornerstone’s pastor, Douglas Hargrave, also superintendent of 
Southern California First Jurisdiction’s Riverside District."“We do 
know they'll need an education if they're going to mix and mingle 
in society.’ 


The church of perhaps 35 attending on a Sunday morning not 
only operates a school, but provides scholarships to members 
starting college. About two-thirds of those in the congregation 
have a degree, with a third getting a master’s, Hargrave estimates. 


The pastor emphasizes that scholastic achievement must not 
come at the cost of spirituality. ‘Get your learnin’, but don't 
forget your burnin’,” he often warns from the pulpit. His wife, 
District Missionary Lorine Hargrave, the founder of the academy, 
couldn't agree more. She started the school to give local children a 
way to get the education she often had difficulty obtaining while 
growing up in East Texas, as she picked cotton, cleaned homes 
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and did other jobs to bring money to her family. She's 
chronicled her experiences in ‘| Give Honor First to 
God,” her autobiography that was published earlier 
this year. 


“When children are little, they soak up everything 
like sponges. They learn so much about the Lord,” 
she says. The academy, which generally has about 
two dozen children, will celebrate its 30th year in 
operation in 2015. 


Greater Cornerstone itself began in 1971 ina 

former service station, with pews provided to Elder 
Hargrave by a local Baptist preacher The church 
moved to its present location in the early 1980s, 
with the Hargraves buying the buildings them- 
selves. 


The congregation has 
suffered several setbacks through the years, but, 
as Mother Hargrave reminds, “God never said 
it would be easy.’ The church rolls have shrunk 
from a high of 100 or so, she says, but Greater 
Cornerstone’s first couple is still looking for the 
Lord to bless. 


The church is working out Jesus’ command to “occupy til | come” with 
Minister-in- Training Dwayne Powderll leading the pantry that provides gro- 
ceries to those needing assistance. His wife, Evangelist Missionary Johnetta 
Powderll, helps spearhead an evangelism outreach that has members wit- 
nessing in the marketplace. Mary Hargrave and Martha Hargrave-Ander- 
son, both evangelist missionaries, as well as twin daughters of the superin- 
tendent and his wife, work with the women’s and music ministries. Assistant 
Pastor Adolph Stone heads the Sunday School Department, while Evange- 
list Missionary Cora Stone, his betrothed, leads worship. Elder Clifton Wells 
has charge of YPWWV. 


Greater Cornerstone’s ranks are small but committed. Supt. Hargrave and 
his wife's dedication to keep working for the Lord and ‘studying to show 
ourselves approved,’ as the pastor says, sets the tone for a diligent, perse- 
vering congregation. TWT 
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The Whole Truth 
NEW ARTIST SPOTLIGHT 


Featuring Korey Eagleton & Isaiah Templeton 


By Sonya D. Bradford 


Sonya D, Bradford is a member of Deliverance Center Ministries COGIC in Indian Orchard, MA 
(Massachusetts First). She is also a licensed evangelist and gospel announcer for 90.7—FM WTCC. 


/ HE WHOLE TRU 


It’s no secret that the Church of 
God in Christ has been birthing 
out anointed and skillful singers, 
songwriters and musicians for 
decades. Church has_ always 
been the breeding ground that 
paves the way for both secular 
and gospel music artists alike. 
TWT would like to introduce 
two young men who have served 
faithfully and have been favored 
by God to bring forth a ministry 
of their own — a unique sound of 
genuine worship that glorifies the 


Father in both spirit and in truth. 


KOREY EAGLETC 


The drums beckoned him at 5 years old, and 
the gift of song soon followed. In his formative years, 
Korey Eagleton was known for his ability to hit so- 
prano notes with ease as a lead singer with a quartet 
group by the name of “The EBs.” At the age of 10, 
he embraced the piano and graduated from elemen- 
tary school with the title of “Mr Music.” As a middle 
school band student, Korey mastered the trumpet 
and French horn. During that time, he also accepted 
the responsibility of playing keyboard for his church's 
youth choir and went on to become a church musician, 

As he continued to share his gift of music with 
others, Korey was featured as a guest vocalist and 
background singer on Damon Eagleton’s project 
entitled Genesis, and he also appears as a guest 
keyboardist on Jarrett Johnson's CD entitled Rain on 
Me. Liberal with his gift, Korey is one of the musicians 
for the Barrett Station Ministerial Alliance Choir too. 
Born in Houston, Korey Is a resident of Crosby, Texas 
and serves as Minister of Music for Mt. Rose COGIC 
pastored by his father, Dr Ron Eagleton. Korey’s initial 
offering, Heart Cries, is available now at 
www, koreyeagleton.com. 


ISAIAH TEMPLETO! 


From forming and directing his own choir in 
daycare, to singing in the Sunshine Band and maturing to 
establish himself as an animated and spirited director 
in the International Youth Choir Isaiah Templeton has 
been driven by music all of his life. During his sophomore 
year in college, Isaiah began directing the In His Presence 
Gospel Choir at Wright State University. Guided by his 
inspiration, the choir recorded and released their first 
project, For Your Glory. Others have taken notice of 
Isaiah's talent and he has been tremendously blessed 
to sing background for Jonathan Dunn, Marvin Sapp 
and Smokie Norful. He is also featured as a lead soloist 
on Pastor R.A.Vernon and the Word Church Praise 
Team's single entitled ‘| Made It’ 

A native of Springfield, MA, Isaiah currently 
resides in Dayton, Ohio and serves locally as a worship 
leader. He is a member of Prayer Garden COGIC 
under the leadership of Supt. H. Douglas McMahon, Sr. 
Last January, Isaiah released his highly anticipated debut EP entitled, | Can Do Anything which is available on iTunes 
and Google Play Music. 

Let's celebrate Korey and Isaiah; the best is yet to come as we await even greater successes for these 
talented gentlemen in the future! 


eee 


With Attorney Uleses C. Henderson, Jr: 


Why is this important? Well, for 
one, a church can lose its tax-ex- 
empt status if the IRS determines 
that a pastor’s compensation is 
excessive and second, the board of 
directors who approved the exces- 
Sive compensation may be subject 
to a tax penalty. 


So what is considered “compensa- 
tion”? The IRS defines “compen- 
sation” to include anything of value 
that an employee receives or has 
the right to use. In other words, a 
pastor’s income includes more than 
just a church salary. Compensation 
includes the base salary, love and 
anniversary gifts, housing allow- 
ances, the fair market value of the 
personal use of a church-provided 
automobile, unrestricted discretion- 
ary funds, health insurance, disabil- 
ity insurance, pension contributions 
or benefits, and any allowance for 
anything except expenses paid un- 
der a qualified accountable expense 
reimbursement plan. 


A minister’s compensation must be 
reasonable. While the IRS pro- 
vides little guidance on the issue, 
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the IRS explains that an excess 
benefit occurs when an exempt 
organization pays a benefit to an 
insider in excess of the value of his 
or her services. IRS regulations 
define reasonable compensation 

as “the amount that would ordi- 
narily be paid for like services by 
like enterprises (whether taxable 
or tax-exempt) under like circum- 
stances.” 1 (Thanks IRS, that’s very 
helpful!) 


In determining reasonableness un- 
der the tax code, one must consider 
“all economic benefits provided 

by a tax-exempt organization in 
exchange for the performance of 
services,” including: 


¢ All forms of cash and non-cash 
compensation, including salaries, 
fees, bonuses, severance payments, 
and deferred and non-cash com- 
pensation; and 


¢ All other compensatory benefits, 
whether or not included in gross 
income for income tax purposes, 
including payments to plans provid- 
ing medical, dental, or life insur- 


Is Your Pastoral Compensation 
Reasonable? 


One of the most overlooked and underrated tax threats 
to pastors is their pastoral compensation. Over the past 
few years, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) has 
heightened its scrutiny of churches and other non-profit 
organizations and, particularly, the compensation provided 
to pastors and non-profit executives. 


ance; disability insurance; taxable 
and non-taxable fringe benefits. 


While the IRS codes are not par- 
ticularly helpful in determining 
what is reasonable, the IRS does 
presume that a pastor’s compensa- 
tion is reasonable if the following 
criteria are met: 


* a compensation arrangement 
was approved in advance by an 
authorized body of the tax exempt 
organization (i.e., board of direc- 
tors or trustees); 


¢ the authorized body obtained 
and relied upon appropriate “com- 
parability data” prior to making the 
determination;2 and 


¢ the authorized body adequately 
documented3 basis for its deter- 
mination, either in its board or 
compensation committee meeting 
minutes, at the time it was made. 


If a church meets these require- 
ments, the burden then shifts to the 
IRS to prove that compensation 
was unreasonable. “Managers” 


who approved an excess benefit 
transaction may be subject to a 

tax penalty equal to 20% of the 
amount of the excess benefit, up to 
a maximum of $20,000. However, 
that tax penalty would be shared 
among all of the managers who ap- 
proved the benefit. For example, if 
the excess benefit was determined 
to be $10,000, and 10 managers 
approved the benefit, then each 
manager would be subject to a tax 
penalty of $1,000. A “manager” 
includes any officer, director, 

or trustee of an organization, or 
anyone having similar powers or 
responsibilities. To be liable for 
the tax penalty, the manager must 
participate in the decision to pay 
the excessive compensation; but 
managers can avoid taxation if they 
rely on the advice of a legal or 
financial professional. 


With respect to obtaining “compa- 
rability data,” there are financial 
firms that provide comparabil- 

ity studies of pastoral salaries for 
churches. These firms will provide 
a recommended salary range that 
may then be deliberated by the 
church board to arrive at a suitable 
salary. Churches who undergo 
annual audits know that auditors 
require this information as well. 


What about paying a pastor a 
percentage of tithes and offering? 
Compensation based on a percent- 
age of income may be appropri- 
ate, as long as the amount of 
compensation paid to the pastor 

is reasonable. However, I do not 
recommend this practice. I recom- 
mend that a set salary be negotiated 
between the pastor and the church 
board to avoid private inurement 
—revenue based directly upon 
one’s ability to raise funds could 
be considered a personal enterprise 


and nonprofit organizations are 
prevented from raising funds for 
the direct benefit of individuals. 
For instance, a “salary” of 20% of 
the church revenue may be reason- 
able if the annual church revenue 
is $250,000. But would it still be 
reasonable if the church revenue 
grew to $1M? 


Other areas of concern include love 
or anniversary gifts and pastoral 
expenses. “Love offerings” are 
taxable to the recipient to the extent 
that the donor claims the gift as 

a deduction on their tax forms. 
With respect to pastoral expenses, 
as long as the pastor is treated by 
the church as an employee for tax 
purposes, reimbursed expenses are 
non-taxable, provided the church 
has an established employee re- 
imbursement policy. Legitimate 
reimbursable expenses may include 
professional fees and dues (includ- 
ing jurisdictional and national 
assessments), business expenses, 
continued education (study aids, 
seminars, Bible college), travel ex- 
penses directly related to the inter- 
est of the church, and other miscel- 
laneous expenses, such as cleaning 
costs for clerical vestments. To 

the extent that the pastor considers 
himself as an independent contrac- 
tor, those reimbursed expenses 
would be treated as income. 


For purposes of retirement and 
sudden death, pastors may also 
want to consider deferred compen- 
sation plans, such as a rabbi trusts, 
individual retirement arrangements 
(IRAs), and 403(b) plans; and 
disability and key man insurance. 
However, a 403(b) tax-sheltered 
plan is only available to employees. 


Tax counseling for pastors can be 
very involved. I recommend that 


every pastor retain the services of 
a skilled accountant or tax lawyer 
with experience in counseling min- 
isters and religious organizations. 
TWT 


SOURCES 
Merk Treas, Regs §53.4958-4(b)(1)(ii). 


* For organizations with annual gross 
receipts of less than $1 million, in- 
cluding contributions, the authorized 
body will be considered to have 
appropriate data as to comparability 
if tt has data on compensation paid 
by three comparable organizations 
in the same or similar communities 
for similar services. 


>The documentation of the au- 
thorized body must include: (1) 

the terms of the transaction that 
was approved and the date it was 
approved; (2) the members of the 
authorized body who were present 
during debate on the transaction 
that was approved and those who 
voted on it; (3) the comparability 
data obtained and relied upon by 
the authorized body and how the 
data was obtained; and (4) any ac- 
tions taken with respect to consid- 
eration of the transaction by anyone 
who is otherwise a member of the 
authorized body but who had a 
conflict of interest with respect to 
the transaction 
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The Whole Truth predates the Church Of God In Christ as a Pentecostal 
Church. Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the newspaper entitled 
“Truth” in the late 1890’s. The goal of the newspaper then, just as the 
goal of the eMagazine now, is to inspire and to inform. 


The Whole Truth remains the official organ of the Church, is serving in 
an expanded role and has a great legacy. Today, as an eMagazine, its 


pages are here to record, for current readers and generations to come, 
what the Church Of God In Christ is doing. 


COGIC’ *1 


Urban Christian eMagazine 


Subscribe Today! 


Become part of the very FIRST and FASTEST GROWING 
eMagazine that is circulating within the 
Church of God in Christ ... and beyond! 


? EDITOR : 


BE INSPIRED! 


As we work diligently to inspire and inform our 
vast group of loyal The Whole Truth readers, | 
sync with us to successfully promote your | 


ministry, business, event, product or service! 


Every pastor, jurisdictional leader, department 
head and the like is encouraged to advertise 
their events in The Whole Truth! 


For a Limited Time ONLY, you can purchase 


a full page ad in one quarterly edition of The 
Whole Truth for $250. If you purchase an ad ( 
for three quarters, we will give you the fourth 


quarter for free. That’s a full year of advertis- 
ments for the price of three quarters. What a 
Great Deal! 


Contact David George Newsome at 


twtads@cogic.org 
TODAY! 
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